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satellites, because they can continually observe specific areas to see how
weather trends emerge there.

Satellites in GEO cover a large range of Earth so as few as three equally-
spaced satellites can provide near global coverage. This is because when a
satellite is this far from Earth, it can cover large sections at once. This is
akin to being able to see more of a map from a metre away compared
with if you were a centimetre from it. So to see all of Earth at once from
GEO far fewer satellites are needed than at a lower altitude.

ESA’'s European Data Relay System (EDRS) programme has placed
satellites in GEO, where they relay information to and from non-GEO
satellites and other stations that are otherwise unable to permanently
transmit or receive data. This means Europe can always stay connected
and online.
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